academic arm of The Maudsley.
The first paper, by Tony Johnson is an extensive review of the development of clinical trial methodology in psychiatry. It acknowledges that there is still a long way to go before we can be confident of the quality of all trials in this area, and finishes with some admirable and very sensible recommendations to help progress. Andrew Pickles discusses the role of statistics in psychiatric epidemiology and the wideranging challenges for a statistician working in this area. The three other reviews are of a more specialist nature. Brian Everitt and Sabine Landau review the use of multivariate methods, which again emphasizes the wide range of statistical problems facing an applied statistician working in the mental health area. Pak Sham discusses statistical problems and methods for the genetics of mental disorders and, finally, Patrick Shrout reviews the statistical methodology for measuring instrument reliability studies.
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